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‘Adedgot kai tékva €v Kupiw ayanntd,

‘H éunerpila g Avactdoews to0 Xp1otod, T TaVowoTIKAG VIKNG TAG Zwig £l
t00 @avdtov, gival 6 muprv Th¢ miotewg, Th¢ Oeiag Aatpeiag, to0 fi@ouvg kai Tob
moAttiopol tod Xprotenwvopov 0p0odd&ov Aaod tod Oc0d. ‘H {wh t@v '0pBoddéwv
TOTAV, €1¢ OAAG TAG EKPAVOELS Kol TAC O100TAOELS aUTG, damoTiletal Kol TPEPETAL
amod TRV ToTY €1 TNV Avaoctaocty, AnoteAel kabnueptvov Macyxa. T macyxaAiov avto
Blwua 8év eivar amAdc dvduvnoig tg Avaoctdosws tod Kupiov, dANG Plwoig kal tiig
101k¢ pag avakavicews kat akAovntog Pefatdtng mept ¢ €oXatoAOYIKAG TEAEIDOEWS
TOV TAVTWV.

Kot €€oxnv €i¢ TV €0XaploTIaKAV Agttovpyiav, 1] Omola cuvdEeTal GppRKTWE Ué
™MV «KANTAV Kai ayiav Nuépavy tiig Kuplakig, 1 ’'0p06do€o¢ EkkAnoia eoptdlet abtrv
™V LTaPElakNV UETOXNV €1¢ THV Avdotacty Tod Xp1otod Kal TAV EUNEIPIKHY TPOYELOLY
TV €0Aoy1®V T¢ BaotAelag tod ©g00. Evivnwotdlel 6 dvaoTtdoiuog Kai e0@pdouvog
xapaktip tig Oslag Evxapiotiag, 1 omoia teAeital mAvTote €v ATHoo@aipa Xapdg Kal
ayaAAidoewg Kal eikovifel TNV TEAIKIV KALVOTOINGLY TOV OVIWYV, TAV TETANPWUEVNV
Xapav, tv mAnpdtnta th¢ (wig, TtV UéANovoav Umépyvolv TAG Aydmng Kai Tfg
YVWOEWC.

[pdkertatl mept thg AvTpwTIKAG Bedoews ToD mapdvTog Umd TO PAOG TV 'EoxdTwV
Kail tfg duvauikig mopelag mpdg thv BaoctAeiav, mepl Thg dkataAdtov oX€0ew( Kal
OCUVLQAVOEWG TAG Tapovoiag Kal ToD £€0XATOAOYIKOD XOPAKTHpoG TAG €V XPloTd
owtnpiag Tod avOpwmov kai tol kdouov, 1 omoia didel €i¢ TNV €kkAnotacTiKNV (WHV
povadikdv duvauiopdv kai Aettovpyel did ToUG TMOTOUG WG EVALOUA KAATG HapTLplag
£V TQ KOoUw. 0 °0pBBd0Eog mioTdC Exel idiaitepov Adyov Kal ioxvpdv kivntpov di1d va
aywviletal Katd To0 KovwvikoD KakoD, d10Tt {f] Eviovwg TRV avtifeotv petalld tdv



Eoxdtwv Kai t@v £kdotote 1oTopik@v Oedouévwv. EE €ndPews 'Opboddéov, 1
@1AavOpwmog drakovia, 1| PorOeta pdc TOV Eunepiotatov ddeAPOV, katd td Kuplakdv
«€@ 600V £moIoaTe EVi TOUTWV TOV AOEAP®V Hov TV EAayxioTwy, £uol €motoater
(Mat. ke’, 40), kai 1] unpaktog aydnn tod Kalod Zauapeitov (PA. Aouvk. 30-37),
ovupwvwe kal mpdg T Matepikdv «Exkeivov udAiota fyod eivor mAnoiov, tév
deduevov, kai avtendayyeltog €ni thv Pondeiav Padile» (Toidwpog 6 MnAovoiwng),
AmoTEAODV TPOEKTAOLY Kl €k@ppacty ToD evyaptotiakod fboug tf¢ 'ExkAnoiac,
dmokdAvrv 811 1) &ydmn eivon 1 Prwpatiky neuntovsia T év Xp1otd {wig, &V Te T¢)
TapovTL Kati €v tf] BaciAeiq TV Eoxdtwv.

'Ev T] ouva@ela tavtn Katavoeitatl Kai td yeyovdg 0Tt 1] Aettovpyikn (wr €ig TAV
'0p0680&ov 'ExkAnoiav doveitar amd thiv Plwotv Tig «kotvii¢ cwtnpiacy, thg dwpedg
TG «kowviig €AevBepiagy kal tfig «kowviig PactAeiag», kal dmd TRV mpoodokiav TG
«KOLVAG GvaoTacews». KuptapxoOv Td «NUEIS», 1] Kotvotng ¢ (wiig, 1 cuU-UETOXN Kal
16 olv-gival, 1| dylaotikr] TadTiolg Th¢ v Xp1ot®d éAevdepiac ué tv Buotaotikiv kol
SofoloyikAv &ydmnv. ADTS eivanr kai 16 cuykAovieTikdv urjvoua tii¢ dAoAdumpov
glkOvo¢ Thi¢ Avaotdoewg, Thic Kabddov tod Xpiotod eig tdv “Adnv. ‘0 Kiprog thi¢ 86Eng,
KateAOWV €v TOi¢ KATWTATOLS TAG YAS Kol ouvTpiPag Tdg muAag ToD “Adov, avadvetal
VIKNQOPOG Kol OAOPWTOG €k TOD TAPOL, OX1 HOVOG Kal @épwv Té AdPapov Th¢ Vikng,
GAAG OpoD petd tol Addyu Kai tfi¢ EDAG, 0LVAVIGTOV, GLUYKPATGOV Kal KPATUVWY aUTOVG
Kal, €V TG TPOoWTW aLT@V, arav td avOpwmivov yévog kal OAOKANpov THV KTiotv.

To evayyéAov TG AVacTtdoew, TAG «KOWAG TOV CAwV TaviyOpews», TAG
Katapynodong td kKpatog tod Oavdatov mavobevolg Aydmng, nxel onuepov €ig €va
KOOUOV 00PovoNG KOWVWVIKAG adikiag, @aAKideoew ToD GvOpwmivov Tpocwmnov, £ig
ptav oikovpévny - FoAyoBav mpooeUywv Kal puplddwv adwwv madiwv. AvayyéAAet
¢k Pabéwv Oti, évimiov tod oD, f (wn TV dvBpwnwv €xer andAvtov a&lav.
Ataxnpitrtel 0Tt Td mabruata kal Td devd, 0 otavpdc kol 6 ToAyobdg, dév €xouv OV
tehevtaiov Adyov. Aév eivar Suvatdv vd Bplaufetoovy ol stavpwrtai énl TGV TpayIKGV
Buudtwv twv. Ei¢ thv '0pB8do€ov "EkkAnciav, 0 Ttavpdg eLpioKeTal €1G TO KEVTPOV TH|G
gboePelac, dév elvan Suwg 1 €oxdtn mpayuatikdtng, adtdc mov 6piler kai Té Tehikdv
ONUETOV TTPOCAVATOALOUOD THG EKKANGLaoTIKAC (WTiG. TS 0061WOEC VONua oD Ttavpod
givan 81 dmotelel 688v mpdc v ‘Avdotacty, mpds 6 TARpwua TAG Tiotewd fudv. End
T Pdoewg avThg, oi '0pBddotor dvagwvoduev: 1800 ydp NABe 814 Tod Zravpos xapd
év SAw T® kdouwy». Elval yapaktnpiotikéy, 8t gic trv '0pBodotiav, 1) Akolovdia tdV
Modov dév eivonr katabMimrikr, &AAG  otavpoavactdoiuog, &eod T8 IMEdog



npooeyyiletar kai Prodron Sid yéoov tic Avactdoswc, 1 Omoia ivat «AdTpov AVTNG».
A1d 16 '0p04d0&ov aicOntriplov, 1} duetddetoc cUVdesic Ztavpod kai Avaotdosw, eival
aouPiPaoctog ué KGO HoPPTIC ECWTEPIKNV PLYNV €1G LVOTIKIOUOUG T €1¢ EVX AUTAPETKOV
gboePioudv, oi dmoiol suvAidwe efvar &didpopor S1d td madrjuata kol Té¢ mepimeteiag
t00 avOpwmov €v Tf] 1Topiq.

T6 krpuypa tod Ztavpod Kal Th¢ AvacTdoews VPICKETAL, €1 TNV EMOXNV HAG,
gmione avtiyétwnov téoov UE TRV GAalovikv avToamoféwolv Tol cuyxpdvou
EKKOOUIKEVUEVOL, AOYOKPATOUUEVOL, TEMEIOUEVOL & THV mavtoduvapiav Thg
EMOTIUNG, EXVTOKEVTPIKOD Kol TPOOKEKOAANUEVOL €i¢ Td Yewdn kal mpdokalpa
avBpwrov, tod avBpwmov xwpi¢ mébov Th¢ alwvidtntog, 6oov Kai ué tv anwdnorv
ouvOlov tfi¢ 'Evodpkov Oelag Oikovouiag kal tod «okavddAov» tol Ztavpol, €v
Ovopatt TG AmoAvtou LTEPPATIKOTNTOG TOD O0D Kol TOU AYEPUPWTOV XAGUATOG
ovpavoD Kal y|G.

Eni mdor tovtoig, nueig ol '0pBddofor miotol, Tiwwrtator &deAgol Kai
ne@IAnuéva tékva €v Kuplw, €umAeot T¢ melpag TG AAUmpo@opov AVaoTAGEWC,
AaBovteg @&OC €k TOD GVESTEPOL PWTOG, £V TTAVTL EDXAPLOTODVTEG, TG AVW PPOVOTDVTES,
Exovteg 0¢ evtebBev Nd1N OV dppafdva Kal Td Evéxvpa TG E5XATOAOYIKAG TANPWOEWS
¢ Oclag Oikovopiag, avaBoduev, €v 'EKKANGlq, T6 «Xp1otdc AvEath!», dedpevol OTwG
0 maBwv, tageic Kai avaotdg Koplog katavyaln tég dravolag, ta¢ kapdiag kai mdoav
v {whv NUQV, katevBovy O€ td draPripata UV TTpdg Tav Epyov ayabdv katl éviexin
OV Aadv A0ToD mpog paptupiav tod Evayyeliov th¢ Aydnng «Ewg €6XATOL TAG YAC»
(Tpd&. o, 8), €ig d6Eav tob «Umép mdv Gvoua» dvouatoc ADTOD.

davapiov, “Aytov Iaoxa ,pin’
T 0 KwvotavtivoundAewg
d1dmupog TPOG§ XP1oTOV AVAoTAVTA
EVXETNG TAVTWY DUGOV.
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PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL FOR HOLY PASCHA
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+BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy
Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church: May the Grace, Peace and Mercy
of Christ Risen in Glory be with you All

Dear venerable Hierarchs and beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

The experience of Christ’s Resurrection, the all-saving victory of Life over
Death, is the nucleus of faith, divine worship, ethos and culture of the Christ-loving
orthodox people of God. The life of the Orthodox faithful, in all its manifestations and
dimensions, is nurtured and nourished by faith in the Resurrection, and constitutes a
daily Pascha. This paschal experience is not simply a remembrance of the Lord’s
Resurrection but also a participation in our own renewal, and an unshakeable
conviction about the eschatological perfection of all.

Primarily in the Eucharistic Liturgy, which is inextricably linked with the
“chosen and holy day” of Sunday, the Orthodox Church celebrates this existential
participation in Christ’s Resurrection and experiential foretaste of the blessings of
God’s Kingdom. The resurrectional and delightful character of the Divine Eucharist is
impressive, always occurring in an atmosphere of joy and gladness and depicting the
ultimate renewal of all beings, the fulfillment of joy, the fullness of life and the future
outpouring of love and knowledge.

It is about the redemptive vision of the present under the light of the end and
the dynamic journey toward the kingdom. It is about the indissoluble relation and
interweaving of the presence and eschatological nature of our salvation and the
world’s transfiguration in Christ, which gives ecclesiastical life a unique dynamism
and serves for the faithful as a stimulus of good witness in the world. The Orthodox
believer has special reason and strong incentive to struggle against social wrongdoing
because we are intensely conscious of the contrast between the end times and every



historical event. From an Orthodox perspective, philanthropic service, helping our
brothers and sisters in need—according to the Lord’s words that “inasmuch as you did
it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Matt. 25:40) and the
tangible love of the Good Samaritan that was shown in deed (see Lk. 10:30-37), as well
as in accordance with the Patristic saying that “you should consider all those in need
as your neighbor and feel that you are called to come to their aid” (Isidore of
Pelusium)—constitutes an extension and expression of the Church’s Eucharistic ethos,
a revelation that love is the quintessential experience of life in Christ, both in the
present life and in the Kingdom of heaven.

It is in this context that we should also understand that liturgical life in the
Orthodox Church is shaken by the experience of “common salvation”, the gift of
“common freedom” and a “common kingdom”, as well as by the expectation of
“common resurrection”. What prevails is the “we”, the community of life,
co-participation and co-existence, as well as the sanctifying identification of freedom
in Christ through sacrificial and doxological love. Such is the awe-inspiring message of
the radiant icon of the Resurrection in the Descent of Christ into Hades. The Lord of
glory descended into the depths of the earth and shattered the gates of Hades,
emerging victorious and luminous from the tomb, not alone and bearing a banner of
victory, but along with Adam and Eve, raising them up with himself, holding them
tightly and supporting them. And in their persons, all of the human race and creation
is also raised, held and supported.

The gospel of the Resurrection, this “common feast of all”, the abolishment of
the power of death by almighty love, resounds today in a society replete with social
injustice and reduction of the human person, in a world that resembles a Golgotha of
refugees with myriads of innocent children. It announces from the depths that, in the
face of God, human life has absolute value. It proclaims that sufferings and trials, both
Cross and Golgotha, do not have the final word. It is impossible for crucifiers to
triumph over their tragic victims. In the Orthodox Church, the Cross lies at the center
of piety; however, it is not the ultimate reality that determines the final point of
orientation in church life. The essential meaning of the Cross is that it constitutes a
way to the Resurrection, to the fullness of our faith. On this foundation, the Orthodox
proclaim: “For behold, through the Cross joy has come into all the world”. It is
characteristic that in the Orthodox Church, the Service of the Passion is not
depressing; instead, it is a mingling of the Cross and Resurrection, since the Passion is



always approached and experienced through the Resurrection, which is our “ransom
from sorrow”. For the Orthodox mindset, the enduring connection of the Cross and
the Resurrection is incompatible with every form of esoteric flight to any false
mysticism or self-sufficient pietism, which usually tend to be indifferent to the
misfortunes and misadventures of humanity in history.

In our age, the message of the Cross and the Resurrection challenges the human
being’s self-centeredness and arrogant self-glorification in a secular and rationalistic
world—a human being who is convinced of the dominating power of science and is
attached to earthly and temporary things, without any desire for eternity. It also
combats any attempted repulsion of the Incarnation of the Word and the “scandal” of
the Cross in the name of the absolute transcendence of God and the unbridgeable
distance between heaven and earth.

In all these things, dear venerable hierarchs and beloved brothers and sisters in
Christ, we Orthodox faithful—filled with the experience of the luminous Resurrection,
receive light from the unwaning light and give thanks for all things, keeping our mind
on heaven and already possessing from here the pledge and assurance of the
eschatological fulfillment of Divine Economy, while also publicly proclaiming: “Christ
is Risen!” Therefore, we pray that our Lord who suffered, was buried and arose, may
illumine our minds, hearts and whole life, guiding our steps toward every good deed
and strengthening His people to witness the Gospel of Love “to the end of the earth”
(Acts 1:8) for the glory of His name that is “above all names”.

At the Phanar, Holy Pascha 2018

+ Bartholomew of Constantinople
Your fervent supplicant to the risen Christ



