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8 MAPTIOY * MARCH 2020
KYPIAKH THX OPOOAOZIAY * SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY
OzI10Y OEO®YAAKTOY EMIZKOIIOY NIKOMHAEIAY
ST. THEOPHYLACTOS BISHOP OF NICOMEDIA

Jtakas 'Wptsare Novoi rnai Novés!
We welcome all our goo'[parents for godjoarents’ Suncfay!

[TPOTPAMMA AKOAQY®IQN * SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Aevtépa, 9 Maptiov 6.00 .1 META ATOAEITINON

Monday, 9 March 6.00 p.m. GREAT COMPLINE

Tet&ptn, 11 Maptiov 9.00 TT. L. 9H QPA & TIPOHTIASMENH AEITOYPIIA
Wednesday, 11 March 9.00 a.m. 9TH HOUR & PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY

[Mapackevr], 13 Maptiov 7.00 W.J. 2A YTASIZ XAIPETIEMQN

Friday, 13 March 7.00 p.m. 2ND SALUTATIONS TO THE THEOTOKOS

KYPIAKH ATIOY I'PHIOPIOY TOY ITAAAMA - SUNDAY OF ST. GREGORY PALAMAS
Kvpiakn, 15 March "0p0Bpog 8.45 .. - Ocla Asrtovpyia 10.00 ..
Sunday, 15 March Orthros 8.45 a.m. - Divine Liturgy 10.00 a.m.



ENI TH EIS0AQ TOY EYAITEAIQY * AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE GOSPEL

ANTI®QNON I HX0x B’

Ttix. a. AIVECATWOXV QUTOV 0l 0UPAVOL
kol 1 YA}, OdAaooa kal mavTa T EomovTa
£V aUTH.

ATIOAYTIKION: THE EOPTHS: "HX0z B’
Trv axpavtov Eikéva cov,

TPOOoKLVODUEV AyabE, aitovuevol

GUYXWPNOLV TOV TTALOUATWY NUGY,

Xp1ote 0 Od¢ PovAnoet yap

N0JOKNGAC GapKl, AVEADETV €V T

TTavp®, va pUOT] 0UG ETANGAG, €K THG

dovAeiag tod €xOpoT: GOev ebXAPIoTWG

Po®uév oot Xapdc ETANpWoaG T

TAVTA O TWTHP NUDV, TAPAYEVOUEVOG

€1¢ TO oQoat TOV KOGUOV.

Ttix. B'. Avtn 1) nuépa, fjv €noinoev o
Kvprog* ayaAMaowuedo kot
EVQPPAVODUEV EV aUTT].

Tnv dxpavtov Eikova cou...

E1z0AOx EYAITEAIOY, KAI ETIEITA...

ANAXTATZIMON: HXOz A
Tov suvavapxov Adyov Tatpl Kal
[TveOuartt, Tov €k IapOBévou texbevTa
€1¢ owTnpiav NUAOV, AVUUVICWUEV
TOTOL KAl TTPOOKUVTOGWEV, OTL
N0JOKNGE capKi, AVEADETV €V TG
TTavp®, Kal Bavatov DIoUEIvVaL, Kal
EYEIpat TOUG TEBVEDTAG, £V T EVOOEW
‘Avactdoel avtoD.

THx EOPTHE: 'Hx0x B’
Tnv dxpavtov Eikova cou...

ANTIPHON III. MODE II.

Vs. 1: Let heaven and earth praise Him, the
seas and everything that moves in them.

APOLYTIKION. FOR THE FEAST. MODE II.

We venerate Your immaculate icon,
O good Lord, and entreat You to
forgive our offences, O Christ our God.
By Your own choice you were pleased
to ascend the Cross in the flesh, to
deliver us, whom You created, from
our slavery to the foe. Therefore we
cry to You with gratitude: You have
filled all things with joy, O our Savior,
by coming to save the world.

Vs. 2: This is the day the Lord made; let us
greatly rejoice and be glad therein.

We venerate Your immaculate icon...

ENTRANCE OF THE GOSPEL, AND THEN...

RESURRECTIONAL; MODE I
Let us worship the Word who is
unoriginate with the Father and the
Spirit, and from a Virgin was born * for
our salvation, O believers, and let us
sing His praise. For in His goodness He
was pleased to ascend the Cross in the
flesh, and to undergo death, and to
raise up those who had died, by His
glorious Resurrection.

FOR THE FEAST; MODE 11
We venerate Your immaculate icon...



Toy Naoy, Hxox I
Méyav eUpaTo €V TOI¢ KIVOUVOIC O€
UIEPUAXOV 1] 0lKOUUEVT], ABAOPOpE,
T #0vn TpomovuEVoV. ‘Q¢ 0DV
Avaiov KaBeTAeg TV Emapoty, €V TQ
otadiw Bappivag Tov Néotopa,
oUTW¢ "Ayte, MeyaAoudpTug
Anuntpie, Xp1otov TOV OO0V 1KETEUE,
dwpnoacbot NUiv TO pEya EAeog.

KONTAKION, [TAATIOE A
TH OUTEPUAXW OTPATNY®D TX
VIKNTNPLA, WG AUTpwOeion TV
OEVQV, EVXAPLOTAPLA, AVAYPAPW GOl
1 [TOALC oV, Oe0TOKE" GAN' WG
£XOVON TO KPATOC ATMPOCUAXNTOV, €K
TavToiwV e KIVOUVWV EAeVBEPWTOV
va kpalw oot Xaipe, NOugn
AVOUQPEVTE.

FOR OUR PATRON SAINT, MODE III
All the world has you, its mighty
champion, fortifying us in times of
danger, and defeating our foes, O
Victorious One. So, as you humbled
Lyaios’s arrogance by giving courage
to Nestor in the stadium, thus, O
holy Great Martyr Demetrios, to
Christ our God pray fervently,
beseeching Him to grant us His great
mercy.

KONTAKION, PLAGAL IV
To you, the Champion Leader we
your flock dedicate a feast of victory
and of thanksgiving, as ones rescued
out of sufferings, O Theotokos. But
as you are one with might that is
invincible, from all dangers that can
be do you deliver us, that we may cry
to you, “Rejoice, O Bride unwedded.”

READING FROM THE APOSTLE: HEBREWS 11.24-26, 32-40

Tpokeiuevov: EVAoyntog el Kbpie 0 O£0¢ TV TaTEpwY U@V,
Kl avetov Kol Se80ExaUEVOV TO GVoud oov €1¢ TOUS KDV,
Ytixo¢ ‘Ot Sikanog el émi mowv, oi¢ énoinoag HUiv,

Kl ETL THY TOAMY TV aylav THY TOV IIaTEPWY NUDV TePovoaAnu.

'AdeA@ot, Tiotel Mwioh¢ uéyag yevouevog npvroato Aéyesbat viog Buyatpog
Papaw, UdAAov EAoUEVOC cuykakovxeioBal T Aa@ toD Ocol N mpdokatpov
Exewv apaptiog andAavotv: peilova TAodTov Nynoduevos TV Atyomtov
Onoavp&V ToV dveldiouov tod Xprotod: anéPAeme yap i thv uiobamodooiav.
Kal ti €11 Aéyw; EmAeipetl ydp ue diyovuevov 0 xpdvog mepl I'edewv, Bapdk te
Kal ZauPwv kol Teedde, Aavid te kal ZapovnA kol T@v IIpo@nTdv: ot d1k
TOTEWG KATNYWVIGAVTO PACIAELNG, E1pYAOAVTO dIKALOGUVNV, ETETUXOV
enayyeM@v, €éppalav otouata Aedviwy, £ofeoav duvauly Tupdc, EQuyov
oTopata poxaipag, Eveduvauwbnoav ano dobeveiag, eyevriOnoav ioxvpol ev
TOAEUW, TapeUPOAXC EkAtvav dANoTpiwv: EAafov yuvaikec €€ dvaoTacew
TOUG VEKPOUG aOTGOV* GAA01 d¢ étvunaviobnoav, ob mtpoodeldusvor Tnv
ATOAUTPWOLV, VX KPEITTOVOG AVAOTAGEWS TUXWOLV* £TEPOL OE EUTTALYUDV KAl



yaotiywv eipav EAafov, €Tt Og deou@dv Kal QUAAKAG EABdcOncav,
énpic@noav én81pécc56noav EV cpévw pocxoc{pocg anébavov, meptijAbov €v

n)\ootoag, Y oayslolg SSppocow Uotspovpsvm 6)\1[30},18\/01 KO(KOUXOU}JEVOl
WV OUK nv a&106 0 Koopoq, Y spnpwaq TAAVWOUEVOL Kol OpETL Kol cmn)xoaolq
Katl Taig onoug TAS Yfic. Kad o0to1 TdvTeg pocptupn@swsg 01X TFG TIOTEWG OVK
gKouioavTo TNV €nayyeAlav, To0 Ogol mepl NUAV KPeITTOV T1 TpoPAePauévou,
va un Xwpic UGV teAetwddot.

Prokeimenon: Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers,
for You are praiseworthy and exalted beyond measure unto the ages.
Verse: For You are righteous in all You did for us,
all You brought on us and on Jerusalem, the holy city of our fathers.

Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people
of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. And what more shall I say?
For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David
and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdom:s,
enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign enemies to flight. Women received their
dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that
they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging,
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us
they should not be made perfect.

READING FROM THE GOSPEL: JOHN 1.43-51

T® ka1pd €keivw, NOEANoeV 0 Tnoodc £€eABelv eic thv TaAAaiav, Kal eDploKEL
dilimrov kai Aéyet a0Té' AkoAovBet pot. Av 8¢ 0 diimmog &nd Bndoaidd, ék
TG né)\swg ‘Avdpéou Kal Hétpov. sf)pioKsl d)i)\lmtoq OV Noc@ocvocﬁ?x Kal Aéyet
a0T®" "0V sypou])s Mooucsﬁg €V TQ) VoUW kal oi npocpﬁtoa EVPNKAUEV, TnooDv
TOV V1OV TOD Iwcmcp TOV AT NocZocpEt Kol eimev a0T® Noceocvom)\ "Ex Na{apet
dvvartai Tt ocyaeov gtva )\sya avTQ® ®1)\1mtoq prov kai 1de. e1dev 6 'Inoodg
tov NabavanA épxouevov mpog abTov Kal A€yet mepl abTod "10e AANBDG
TopanAitng év @ 86Aog ok £ott. Aéyet abt@® Nabavan: TI60evV Ue yIVOOKELC;




amexpidn 'Inoolg kat ginev a0TQ’ T1pod T00 oe diAmmov (pwvﬁooa VT UTIO TNV
oUKTV €186V ce. dmekpibn Na@avan)\ Kal AEyet a0TR" Pocﬁ[31 oV €1 0 V10G ToD
©€00, oV €1 6 ﬁocm)xqu t00 TopanA. amekpion Inoouq Kal einev abT®" 0T
eimdv oo, €186V o€ UmokdTw TAC GUKTG, ToTEVEIS; Ueilw TOUTWV oq)n Kat
A€yel aUTQ AunV Gunv Aéyw vuiv, ant' dptt 6Pecbe TOV 0VPAVOV AVEWYOTA,
Kal Toug dyyéAoug to0 Ocol dvaaivovtag kal KataPaivovtag €l TOV VIOV ToD

avBpwmou.

At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and he said to him, “We have found him of
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the
son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to
him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”
Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael

answered him, “Rabbi, you are the son of God! You are the King of Israel!

'77

Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do
you believe? You shall see greater things than these.” And he said to him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”

kkkeksk

SYNODIKON OF THE 7TH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL (READ AT THE END OF LITURGY)

Oi Ipogfitat wg €160V, oi ArdcTtolot
w¢ £8idaav, 1 'EkkAnoia w¢
napEAaPev, ol AddoKaAol wg
£doyuatioav,  OIKOUUEV WG

GUUTEQPWVNKEV, 1] XAP1§ ¢ EAauPey,

1 dAfOs10 ¢ Godédeiktat, TO
Pebdo¢ w¢ aneAnAatat, 1) coeia we
EMAPPNOLACATO, O XPL0TOC WG
ePpapevoev, olTw Ppovoduev, 0UTW
AaAoDuev, oUTW KNPUGGOUEV
Xp1otov TOV aAnOivov Osov nudyv,
Kal ToUG AUTOD ‘Ayioug €v Adyolg
TIUOVTEG, €V CUYYPAPAIC, EV
vonuaoty, €v Busiaig, €v Naoic, €v
Eikoviopaot, TOV HEV WG B0V Kal

As the prophets beheld, as the
apostles have taught, as the Church
has received, as the teachers have
declared, as the world has agreed, as
grace has shown forth, as truth has
been revealed, as falsehood has been
dispelled, as wisdom has become
manifest, as Christ awarded; Thus we
declare; thus we affirm; thus we
proclaim Christ our true God, and
honor His saints in words, writings,
thoughts, sacrifices, churches, and
holy icons; On the one hand,
worshiping and reverencing Christ
as God and Lord, and on the other,



AgoTIOTNV TPOOKUVODVTEC Kal
0€POVTEC, TOUG O 01X TOV KOLVOV
AgomdTnV wg A0TOD yvnoioug
OepdmovTag TIMOVTEC KAl TNV KATA
OXEGLV TTPOOKVUVNOLY ATOVEUOVTEG.
AUTN N ToTI¢ T@V ATo6TOAWY, alTh
1] ot TOV Matépwv, alth 1 ToTIg
TGV '0pB0d6&wvV, avtn N mioTig TNV
Oikovuévny €otnpiéev. 'Emt ToUTOLG
ToUG T ¢ eVoePelag Knpukag
XOEAPIKQC TE KAl TATPOTOONTWC E1G
d6&av Kal TiunV tii¢ evoePeiac, Umep
f¢ dywvicavto, dvevenuoduev kai
Aéyouev: TGOV tii¢ ’0pBodoing
TPOUAXWV €VOEPGV BactAéwy,
AYLWTATWV Iatplapx@v, ApXLEPEWY,
MOacKAAWV, Maptipwy,
‘Ouoloynt®dv, Alwvia 1 uvaun.
(Alwvia i uiun avt@v. €K Y')
ToUTwV TOIG LTIEP EVGEPELNG UEXPL
Bavdtov abAoig Te Kol AywVIeUasL
Kat ddackaAlong matdaywyeicai te
Kal Kpatovesbal Osov
EKAMTTapODVTEC, KAl UiUnTol Tig
£VOEOL 0TV TOAITELNG UEXPL
TEAOLC avadelkviobat
£kduowTmoUvTeC, A1wbeinuev TGOV
£€AITOVUEVWYV, OIKTLPUOTG KAl XAPLTL
T00 Meyalov kat I[TpTov ApX1epEw(
Xptotol to0 aAnBivod o NuU®V,
npeoPeiaig tfig UmepevddEov
Agomoivng UGV Oe0TOKOL Kol
asimapBévouv Mapiag, TGV Boe1d&V
AYYEAWV Kl TAVTWV TOV Ayiwv.

META TTPOKEIMENON
Tig ©€0¢ UEYAG WG O OE0C NUAV; ZU €l
0 B€0¢ 0 o1V Barvudota udvoc. (€

)

honoring the saints as true servants
of the same Lord of all, and offering
them proper veneration. This is the
faith of the apostles. This is the faith
of the fathers. This is the faith of the
Orthodox. This is the faith on which
the world is established. Therefore,
with fraternal and filial love we
praise the heralds of the faith, those
who with glory and honor have
struggled for the faith, and we say:
to the champions of Orthodoxy,
faithful emperors, most-holy
patriarchs, hierarchs, teachers,
martyrs, and confessors: May their
memory be eternal.

(May their memory be eternal. 3x)

Let us beseech God that we may be
instructed and strengthened by the
trials and struggles of these saints,
which they endured for the faith
even unto death, and by their
teachings, entreating that we may to
the end imitate their godly life. May
we be deemed worthy of obtaining
our requests through the mercy and
grace of the Great and First Hierarch,
Christ our God, through the
intercessions of our glorious Lady,
the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary,
the divine angels and all the Saints.

GREAT PROKEIMENON
Who is so great a God as our
God? You alone are the God who
does wonders. (4x)



GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

ITIOIMANTOPIKH EI'KYKAIOZX EIII TH EOPTH THX OPOOAOEIAX

ITpdg tov evAaféotatov Tepov KAnpov,

Toug ITpoédooug kat td MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tac IMpoédpouvg kal td MéAN twv PLAomttwxwv AdeApotrtwy,

Tovg dddokovtag kat dwwaokopévoug twv Katnyxntikwv kat EAAnvikawv ZxoAeiwv, Tag Opyavwoeig
¢ NeoAalag kal &dmav 16 XQLotemwvupov mANowpa twv evoePav Op00ddEwv Xowotiavwv tng Tepag
MntoomtoAews Néag Tepoéng.

«Tn avty nuépa, Kvprakn npatn twv Nnoteiwv, avauvnoty nolovueba ¢ avactnAwoews Twv ayi-
WV K&l CEMTWOV EIKOVWY, YEVOUEVNG TTapa TwV depviiotwy Avtokpatopwv Kwvotavtivovnodews
MixanA kai tijg untpog avtov Ocodwpac, éni llatpiapxeiag Tov dyiov kai opoAoyntov MeBodiov»

(Zvvaéapiov)

Ayamntotl pov adeAgol,

Bolokopaote 1on, pé v Xapn tov Ocov, 010 TéAog TS mMEwTng £Bdopadog g Aylac xkal
MeyaAng TeooaQakooTng, TNG TVEVHATIKNG Kol KATAVUKTIKTG AUTHS TTEQLODOV, TTOV HAS TIQOETOLUALEL
Puxka kol copatika yix v 0modoxr) twv Ayiwv Iabwv kal tc évdoEov Avaotdoews ToL LwTnog
Nuwv ITnoov Xowotov. ITpwtog otaOpuog o€ avtd 0 mMveLHATIKO TAE DL ATOTEAEL 1) OTJUEQLVT]) £€0QTN) TIG
avaotmAwoews Twv Ayiwv Eikovov, evo pé tovg magandvw Adyovs, 0 1egdg ZuvalaQlotic HAg
eloayayet 0To VONUa TOL €0QTACHOL TG ONUEQLVIG peYAANGS Nuéoag Tov Botdupov g OpbodoEov
nilotews pag, yvwomg kat wg «Kvowakr) g Opbodoliac»..

I'vwotCovpe améd v ExkAnowotikn pag iotopia ot 1) Ayila EBdoun Oucovpevikr) Xovodog,
1oV oVYKANONKe otv Nikawx ¢ BlOvviag 16 787 p.X., katadikaoe v alpeon twv Eikovoudxwv, ot
OTIOlOL HAXOVTAV TNV T KAl ToookUVNoN TV lepwv Eikovov wg eldwAoAator] ékgoaot). Avty 1
afpeon eixe dixaoer tov OpB0d0L0 MOTO Aad katl 0dynoe oé pofepovc dwYpoUS Exelvwvy mov

tipovoav tic Eikoveg kat épevav motol oty €t atwveg ddaokaAia ¢ ExkAnoiag pac.

Metd ano dwéels, Pacaviot)owr, HaQTOOWr Kal kakovyxiec mov vméotnoav ol miotol
Xowotiavol, o0& 1) otryun g lepag dikalwoews, Otav 1 Avtokpdteloa Ayia @codwoa, ws Emitpomog
TOUL AVNALKOL V10U TG MixanA, ovykdAeoe Lovoodo 16 étog 843 . X. otjv KwvotavtivouTtoAn, 0o
™V meoedpia tov Ilatoukoxov MeBodiov. 'H XZOvodog avty] ATokaTéoTnoe OQLOTIKA TV TLUT| KAl
TEOOKLVNON TV lepwv Elkdvwy, émucvowvovtag tov ‘Opo g Z' Otkovpevikng Zuvodov, 0 0Tolog

HETAEV AAAWV dLeTEAVWVE OTL «UECW TNG TTPOOKVVNOTNG TWV EIKOVWY AaTpevovue TOV Ol Kal TIUODLE

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 ® Tel: (908) 301-0500 ¢ Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org ® E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org



Tov¢ ayiovec Tov d@ov 1) TN eikdvoc Tiun i T0 mpwToTVToY dtafaivel. Omotoc mpookvva TNy eikova,

TIPOOKVYQ TV DTIO0TACT) TOV €lKOVICOUEVOD.»
Ayamntot pov adeAgol,

‘H Op00600&0g pag miotn etvat 0 peyaAvTeQo dwEo 1oL Hag €xet dwoet O Oedc duk Tov Ayiov
Bamntiopatog. I'vwpiCovpe Ot elpaote mAaouévol «kat’eikova kai kaO’ouoiwoty Ocov». H OpB0d0Eog
ExkAnoia pac xkadel, va diatnerjoovpe AUOALVTN TV €0WTEQLKT] HAG €lkOVA, TO DOOUEVO «KkaT’
elkOvVa», otoxevovTag 0t «kad” opolwotv», oL etvat kat tovg Ayiovg kat @eopoooug Iatégeg, 6

TeAKOG 0TOXO0S TOL &dvOQwTov, 1] Katdktnon tov Iagadeioov, 1) Oéwor).

[a vae mopevOovue Opwe &mo 10 «kKat'eikova» 010 «kal'ouoiwotv» xpelaCetal MVEVUATIKOG
dywvac kal Ypovxikn kaOapon, dwpeéc mov pag divovtar uovo péoa ano tnv Cwn tne ExkAnoiac. Avto
ovouaCetar «OpOompaliar. AnAadn 6 cvvovaouoc tne OpOodoéov niotewe pé v mpaln. Kai étav Aéue
«Tpa&n» Evvoovue TNV mvevpatikn Cwn, TNV CVUUETOXN pac otd iepd Mvotnpia tne ExkAnoiac, otic
iepéc AxodovOiec mov IdLaTépawe pac npoopépet 1 mepiodoc tne MeyaAnc Teooapaxootne, Ty doknon
tnc Nnoteiac kal dopalwc Ty apetn tne éAenuoovvne. AAAwote, 0nwe Aéyer o Aytoc Taxwpoc 0

AbdedpoOeoc: «oUtw kal 1) TtioTic, éav un épya éxn, vexpd éott ka0’ éavtnv» (laxwp. 2, 17).

Méoa oé avtd 10 OoixpBevtikd mvevpa g onuepvng ‘Eoptng g Opbodoliag pag, evxouat
o¢ OAovg kdOe evAoyia dmd tov Ilavdywo Oed, kaAr dOvaun otov ayova e MeyaAng
Teooapakootng, kal oag magakaA® va PNV EeXVovpe TOTE TOUS AdEAPOVS Hag OV €XOLV AVAYKT).
AVTOUC OV AVTIHETWTILOVY TIOAAEC DLOKOALEG WoTe V& avtameEEADovv oV KaOnpeQVOTNTA TOV
Blov. Avto elval 16 €oyo g OpBodoov ExkAnoiag pag, 16 égyo mov émiteAeital oé kaOe Kowvotnta
uag kat 0 €oyo mov abdpuvPa émiteAet kaOnuegwva 1) Tepad pag MntEomoALS, péow g PLAomTw)oL
AdeApdtTog. ag magakaA® AoLmOv 6GAOUG V& OUVELOQEQETE, KATA TO duvaTtov, 0ToV diloko mov O&
mieQLay0el eVOVC Apéows Ao T EAN NS PLAoTtTwyov AdeApdtnrtog s Evoplag oag, mpdg évioxvon
twv Kowvwvikwv 0mneeoiwov kat tov @uAavOowmikwv meoyoappatwy e Pulomtwxov AdeApdtntog

¢ Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoéng.

Xoovia moAA&! KaAdv mvevpatikov dywva,

MeTa matong &YATNS Kal dIxmiowy VXY,

O MHTPOIIOAITHX

/: ,J‘em //?Gr\7 é-—L.dT{ﬁ

T 0 Néag Tepoénc EYAITEAOX



GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPZEHE

Sunday of Orthodoxy 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New
Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

In the 8" and 9" centuries the Byzantine Empire endured a harsh persecution
perpetrated by some of its emperors and certain ecclesiastical figures who had been led
astray in their theological conclusions. The persecution concerned the presence and usage
of icons in the spiritual lives of Christians. Some of the people at the time believed that
the recent military losses suffered by the empire were divine retribution for what was
perceived as idolatry. There would subsequently be a series of emperors who persecuted
Patriarchs, other clergy, monastics, and laity alike who held firmly to the tradition of
using imagery in their spiritual lives.

As we well know, however, the usage of imagery in our spiritual lives is neither
contrary to Holy Scripture nor to the tradition of the Church. This is because we, as
Orthodox Christians, do not worship icons - we venerate icons. It was precisely this
controversy which begat the 7" Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in 787. The Fathers of the
Council determined that we can depict icons because of the Incarnation of Christ in which
God revealed Himself to us giving full meaning to the Biblical verse, “Let us make man in
our image, according to our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).

Thus, on this day we celebrate a feast wherein we affirm the faith of the Apostles,
the faith of the Fathers, and the faith which has established the universe. In affirming our
faith and the timeless truths which have been passed down to us, we affirm and defend
our Orthodoxy. We defend our faith not as Greeks nor as Russians; not as Arabs nor as
Serbs; neither as Romanians nor as Americans. As Orthodox Christians, we defend the
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, undivided and undefiled.
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As the united Body of Christ, we are called not just to keep the faith of the Church
within our hearts, but to express this faith through our works. This is why at all times we
must seek to feed the hungry, shelter the poor, help the destitute, and defend the
defenseless. We do these things not because society expects us to do them, but because
we respect the personhood of each and every person since we recognize that each person
is made in the image and likeness of God.

This is also why it is essential to acknowledge and support the crucial work of the
Philoptochos Sisterhood of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey. Your support
is essential for the Philoptochos Sisterhood to make a difference in the lives of countless
persons who need the help of this Sisterhood. A special offering tray will be passed today
in all Parishes of our Metropolis so you can actively participate in this Lenten season by
aiding the poor through generous giving. May this Holy and Great Lent bring you many
blessings, love, humility, patience, kindness, and every good virtue that we need for our
salvation as we journey together to our Lord’s glorious Resurrection from the dead.

With Paternal Love and Blessings,
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+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey

To be read from the Pulpit on Sunday, March 8, 2020

Checks are to be made payable to the GOMN] Philoptochos Sisterhood
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